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THE Language of Perfia is copious in its vocabulary^ re- 
gular and elegant in its formation^ curious and intereft- 
ing in the fubjedts of its Compofitions^ and always 
abounding in the charadleriftic beauties of the Eaftern Idiom, 
This language and the literature of Perfia were not left behind 
at the introduction of Oriental Learning into Europe; and 
they have fince infinuated themfelves into our libraries in com-' 
pany with> and under the fandion of^ the filler Dialed of Ara*» 
bia. Whether the larger portion of curious, ufeful, and inter- 
efting information be contained in the Arabic, or Perfian au- 
thors, I (hall not here venture to determine. Yet I will not 
fcruple to aflert, that much elegant amufement, and what is of 
more importance, much valuable knowledge, and fuch as the 
Public would receive with avidity, remains buried in the un« 
tranflated Manufcripts of the latter of thefe languages^ 

The Perfian Poetry pofiefifes a native Genius, and an ele- 
gance of Fancy peculiar to itfelf. It always produces the Aeau- 
tiful, and is not unfuccefsful when it aims at the Jublime : of 
which the Heroic Compofition of Firdouji is a (liining inftance. 
This extraordinary work is (tiled Shaah Naumeb, or the Hiftory 
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of Kings, and confifts of fixty thoufand plflichs. It is writ- 
ten with the utmoft purity of the Perfian language ; and fuch 
is the elegance, energy, and fpirit, of this beautiful Poem, that 
if it may not be ranked with the Compofitions of Homer, of 
Virgil^ aftd of Milton, tt is ftrll fxiperror to the Works of any 
other Heroic Poet of any age, or country whatever. This 
writer, however, claims no precedence of the moral Saadi in 
elegance and purity of language. The )Vorks of this Poet are 
comprized in fixteen books, making one large volume in folio, 
and are univerfally admired throughout the Eail. Two only of 
thefe excellent Compofitions, the Bojetaun and the GuUJiaun^ 
-are known to Europeans ; and, excepting a beautiful MS. con- 
taining the whole of his Works, now in the pofleffion of Wil- 
liam Davy, Efq; (of Gloucefter) I believe the remaining 
bdoks are not to be found in Europe. Among the celebrated 
Poetical Compofitions of the Perfians, may alfd be mimbeced 
Ihc works of Kbaukaunu Jaumi *, Arrufiy Haufizy and JV&- 
zaumi. There are many others not inferior to the preceding ; 
yet whateter be the acknowledged merits of thefe Perfian 
PoetSi they ate fully equalled by thofe of lh6 Perfian Hiftorians; 
whofe Works in point of Authenticity may vie with the moft 
admired narratives bf Wellern Hiftory 5 and which, if tran- 
flated into the languages of Europe, would open new fources 
, of Information, and probably remove fonie obftrudions from 
the ofd. 

It is further to be obferved, that in the Perfian there are to 
be found many Valuable Tfanflations from the Tartarian, and 
other Oriental languages, highly worthy the attention of the 
Learned in Europe. The following Specimen, if I am not 
mifled by the pfgudlccs of a Ttanflaior, will tend to cftablifli 
th* above aflfertion. The ineftimablc wotk, from which it is 
taken, has not hitherto tbade its appearance in an European 

* See a ihort Specimea of chii Poet it the condofidn of the Speqiaen of the Infti*' 
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drefs. The Illuftrious pame of Timour (or Tamerlane) is 
well known to the inhabitants of Europe. The Hiftory of his 
extraordinary actions has employed the pens of many celebrated 
Oriental writers ; and the production of one of them * has 
been tranflated into the French language : but the Hiftory of 
Timour^ as written by himfelf^ is flill unknown to the inhabn 
tants of the Weft. To this Hiftory the Royal Author added 
a Code of Inftitutes ; a copy of which^ and, I believe, the only 
one in Europe, is now in the pofteirion of Dr. Hunter, Phy- 
iician extraordinary to the Queen ; who^ in granting me the 
perufal of it at Oxford, has given one more proof of that ar- 
dent love for the intereft of Letters, which He has difplayed in 
many more important inftances, by the unremitted ftudies of 
His whole life, and by the munificent application of an ample 
fortune. 

It would be an aA of injiiftice to the Work not to mention* 
that the Specimen here exhibited, begins with the firft page* 
and ends at the feventh, without omiftion, addition, or altera* 
tion ; and is by no means feleded with any difingenuous defign 
of imprefiing the Reader with a more favourable idea, than 
what its whole contexture will fupport. I think I may venture 
to affirm, that nothing is wanting to render it the objed of ad- 
miration to the curious and the learned, but the pofitive con- 
vi(9;ion of its authenticity ; for the defence of which, I (hall 
fubjoin a Letter I have lately received from my worthy Friend, 
Mr. Davy. His perfect knowledge of the Language, inti- 
macy with Oriental authors, and former acquaintance with 
many of the Learned in Hindoftan, render him z very compe- 
tent judge of the fubjed:; and the arguments which he has ad- 
duced will, I prefume> ht confidered as highly fatisfaAory by 
the European Critic. I (hall conclude with obferving, that the 
Verfion is ftridly literal j and that it is propofed to finifh the 
whole Tranflation hereafter, if the prefent Specimen fhould 
meet with approbation. 

fTadiam Coll. Nov. i6. 1779. J' ^* 

* AlU Ye2SQdi. 
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GJouce/ler, OSt. 24. 1779. 
**My GOOD Friend, 



I 



HAVE received your favour of the 20th inftant» and wifh 
moft heartily tliat my ability to comply with your requeft 
was equal to my inclination. 



N 



«^ You apply to me for external evidence to eftabliih the Au« 
thenticity of Timour's loftitutes : it is by no means an eafy 
taflc to perforin; fudi reafbns, however, as have led mo to 
believe them genuine, I (hall freely communicate. How far 
they may tend to remove the doubts of unbelieving Critics^, I 
fcannot pretend to fay ; poflibly, in the opinions of fuch Gen« 
tlemen, they may only iervt to eftablifh my own credulity : be 
that as it may, I fhall fet oat with declaring to you, that I ean<» 
Hot produce any htfioric^ proofs of the Authenticity of thefe 
Inftstutes. 

^< Th B only HiRories of Timom-, which I have read (that 
written by himfelf excepted^) are diofe of Simrruf u*deen AlK 
TezxMJi and Mirkhond: the latter is in the Rbuzut ul Suffau. 
True it is that neither of thefe authors, to the beft of my re- 
membrance, take any notice of the Inftitutes, or of the Hif- 
tory (or Commentaries) of Timour, faid to be written by, him- 
felf. jUii Tezzudi fays, ihat Tiimbar was always attended by 
feveral learned and able men, whofe fole. employment wss to 
keep a fort of hiftorical Journals of dl Tranfaftions as they 
occurred, both military and civil 1 that they were direded to 
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adhere minutely to the truth in their relations of the moft tri- 
fling fads, and that they were ftill more particularly enjoined 
to obferve the ftrideft impartiality in their narratives of the 
conduit and anions of the Emperor himfelf. Thefe hiftorical 
Journals, if they may be fo called, were, from time to time, 
read in his prefence, in the prefence of his Minifters and Offi- 
cers, and of the learned : they were compared with and cor- 
reded by each other, by the Emperor himfelf, and by fuch of 
his people as had a perfonal knowledge of the Tranfadions 
therein related. It muft be allowed, that this was no bad way 
of coUeding authentic materials for the hiftory of a mighty 
Emperor, governing a mighty Empire ; if he took care to en- 
force his commands by proving himfelf fuperior to flattery, and 
by an encouragement of that truth and impartiality, which he 
fo An&ly enjoined. Prom thefe materials^ Yome of which 
were in profe» fome in verfe, fome in the Turki (or Mogul) 
language. Tome in the Perfian, ^fOSr Tezzudi after wards . com^^ 
piled the Hiftory of the Reign and Conquefts of Timour, as 
he himfelf declares : and with the aflTiftance of tliefe very ma- 
terialsj it is concluded that Timour wrote that voluminous and 
valuable Hiftoiy of his own Life, to which he added his Initio 
tatcs. How it came to pafs that that Hiftory and thofe Inftitutes 
were not taken notice of either hy ji/& lezzuJi, ot Mirkbttndf 
it it impofllble, at this diftance of time, to tell ; but though 
the caufe cannot with certainty be pointed out, there is room 
for many^ [^iifible conjeduree. The hiftorical Journals before 
mentioned were numerous, and they were public aJfot; the 
great and the learned had free accefs - to them ; many copies 
of them were taken, and, with the originals, handed down to 
pofterity : the Life of Timour, and his Inftitutes, on the con- 
trary, was a private work, compofed by himfelf, with the 
affiftance which thofe materials afforded him. This work the 
Conqueror was led to engage in from motives to us unknown ; 
amafement or ambition, or both, ifaight urge him to ihe ar- 
duous undertaking. Whether it was written with his own 
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hand^ or by a favourite and trufty amanuenfis^ is uncertain j 
but which ever was the cafe^ it is moft probable, that one copy 
only exifted during his life-time, and pofiibly for many years 
afterwards : what became of that copy, during the confufions 
that followed his death, is equally uncertain and open to con* 
je<3:ure. But after all, it is no unreafonable fuppoiition, that 
fuch a work in manufcript might have exifted, though AUi 
TezzwH and Mirkbond knew nothing of thie matter. That they 
were not acquainted with it, is evident : for if they had, and 
thought it authentic, they would have beftowed upon it all the 
applaufe which is due to the intrinfic merit of the work ; if 
they had known and thought it fpurious, they would have>re-* 
futed its authenticity. But they have done neither ; they are 
totally filent on the fubjeA : from whence we may conclude,, 
that they were ftr^ngers to the work* But it by no. means fol« 
lows, that fuch a work could not exift, becaufe they,, or ef ea 
cotemporary authors, knew nothing about lU 

*^ Th£ Hiftory of Timour, written by him&lf^ carries witb 
it the ftrongeft proofs that he wrote for pofterity only ; and 
that he could not, in prudenice^ or in policy, make his work 
public during his life : for it contains not only the fame accu- 
rate detail of the Fa£ls and Occurrences of his reign, as are 
found in other Authors, but it goes much farther. He gives 
you that which be only had the power to give, the fecret 
Springs and Motives which influenced his condud in the va^- 
rious political and military tranfadlions of his life^ the arts by 
which he governed, as well as the power by which conquered* 
He acknowledges his weaknefles, honeftly owns his errors,, 
defcribes the difficulties in which he was occafionally involved 
by thofe errors, and the policy by which he furmounted and 
overcame thofe difficulties. In a word, it is a complete Index 
to his head and biis heart ; and though, take it all in all,* it re- 
dounds to the honour of both the one and the other, yet it was 
a work by no means calculated for the perufal of his enemies^. 

or.' 
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or even his fubjefts during his life; fihce it would have enabled 
thofe who chofe it^ to combat him with his own weapons^ or^ 
in other words, to have turned his arts and his policy againft 
himfelf. Hence it is reafonable to fuppofe, that the Work in 
qoeftion was entirely unknown during his life ; and its fubfe^ 
quent temporary obfcurity may, I think, be plauiibly accounted 
for, by the probability of one copy only exifting at the tim^ 
of his death, by the uncertainty into whofe hands that copy 
fell, and by the diviiions which followed in his family after the 
death of Sbaahrocb. 

^* Abu Taulib ul Hujeinu in the Dedication of his Tranflatioii 
to Sultdun ul Audih fays, that in the Library of Jafir^ Haukitk 
of Temmurtf he met with a manufcript in the Turki, or Mogul 
language, which, on infpedion, proved to be the Hiftory of 
Titnour, written by himftlf ; containing an accoant of his 
Life and Anions froih the feventh to the feventy-fourth year 
of his age, &c. &c. He then proceeds to give the Tranflation 
of the faid Hiftory, in which are included the Inftitutes. 

*^ It may appear remarkable that the Tranllator ihould (if to 
little, or in fadt nothing, to prove the authenticity of the va« 
luable work, which he was about to tranflate. it has an extra- 
ordinary appearance, r allow; but, 1 think, the following in- 
ferences Only can be drawn from it: either that he thought the 
wdrk itfelf contained fufficient proofs of its own authenticity, 
*or that at the period when he tranihted it, it vras fo well 
known, as not to admit of doubt, or difpute. For my part, I 
think his inattention to this point is a very ftrong, if not the 
ftrongeft poffible proof, that the Hiflory and Inflitutes of 
Timour afe genuine. 

•< An European Critic may fay, that this {zvAc Abu ^auKb 
might have wrote the work himfelf in the Perfian language, 
and have impofed it upon the wwld as a Tranflation from the 

Royal 
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V 

Royal Mogul author. This I take to be impofiible. Authors 
in the Eaft neither fold their works to bookfellers^ nor pub- 
liihed by fubfcription, nor depended for fupport on the ap« 
plauiey the generofityt or the credulity of the public : they 
vrerepatronized by Princes^who rewarded their labours in propor- 
tion to the value of their works. And therefore, if Abu TauIiA 
had been capable of writing fuch a work> he never would have 
been guilty of fb dangerous and fooliib an artifice, which could 
tend only to dsminiih both, his fame and his profit. The ap« 
plaule apd the reward due to the Tranflator of an excellent 
work, muft, whatever his merit, be inferior to thofe which arc 
due to the author of fuch a work; if therefore he had beea 
maftes of abilities to write the Life and Inftitutea of Timour, 
as there written, he. would iiave fpoke in the third perfon. in- 
ftead of the firft. (no other alteration being neceflary,) and have 
ftood forth as the author of the firA and heft Hiftory of the 
Life of Timour, that ever was wrote ; for which he muft have 
obtained both applaufe and profit tenfold. The fapie mode of 
leaibning will hold good to prove that the 7'urii copy could not 
be wrote by any Mogul author, but him to whpm it is afcribed, 

TiMOUA HJft|S£LP. 



«< Tkb noble fimplicity'of DiAion, the plain. and unadorned 
Egotifm.that runs .through the whole of the Inftitutcs and 
Hiftory of Timour, are pieculiarities which mark their original 
lity and their antiquity. flJib. The Orientals, for fome centuries 
paft, have adopted a very difiTerent mode of writing ; the heft 
•f theirhiilorical works are filled with poetical and hyperboli- 
cal Flowers and FlourUhes, which are fo numerous, and occur 
to frequently, that numy ^/aUo volume, weeded and pruned of 
thefe fuperfluities, would be reduced to a very moderate oSavc^ 

' ^^ The only work bearing the leaft re&mblance to the Life 
and Inftitutes of Timour, v^hich has fallea under niy ob&rva- 
tion, is the Hiftory ( or Commentaries ) of Sultaun Babour^ 
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ivritten by hlm(elf. Babour was defcended from Timour in 
the fifth degree ; he was the fon of Omer, the fon of Abu 
Saeedy the foti of Mahummud, the ion of Meraun Shaahj the 
fon of Timour. About eighty years elapfed between the death 
of Timour and the birth of Babour. Babour in the twelfth 
year of his age, and the 899th year of the Hejra^ fat upon the 
throne of his father^ in the kingdom of Furgauneh. The earlier 
part of his life very much refembled that of his great prede- 
cefTor, Timour : and his abilities in the Field and in the Ca«« 
binet, his fortitude in diflrefs, his a&ivity and courage when 
furrounded with difficulties and danger, and the glory and fuc« 
cefs with which his Enterprizes were finally crowned, make 
the refemblance between thefe two Princes ftill more ftriking« 
Timour, Babour wrote an accurate Hiftory of his owa 
and Adtions in the X^rki language ; which though by no 
means equal to the admirable compoiition of his renowned an* 
ceftor, is a work of infinite merit. Yet this hiflory, great as 
the Royal Author was, remained in obfcurity till the middle of 
the reign of his grandfon Acbur^ when it was tranflated into 
the Perfian language by one of his Omrahs, Kbaun a Kbaunaun. 
It is more difficult to account for the temporary obfcurity of 
this valuable work, than for that of Timour ; for at the death 
of Babour it muft have fallen into the hands of his fon Hir- 
puiioon, and on his death, into thofe of Acbur. Yet till the 
middle of his reign it remained unknown and untranflated : 
and if Acbur had, in the early part of his life, been driven 
from his throne, if Divifions had taken place in his family^ 
and his poflerity had been (battered abroad, this valuable Mantt«« 
icript might have fallen into private hands, and have remained 
unknown for a century longer ; pofiibly, have been totally loft* 
No Critic, either Oriental or European, pretends to difpute the 
authenticity of Babour's Hiftory $ and, as far as I have been 
able to difcover, the Learned of the Eaft confider the Inftitutes 
and Hiftory of Timour as equally genuine. 

«* I WAS 
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'' I WAS acquainted-with feveral great and learned Men in 
India^ both Natives and Periians : on perufing the works of 
Timour, I was led to make the fame enquiry which you have 
made, .Whether they were, or were not authentic? The anfwers 
I received were always in the affirmative, and attended with 
fome tokens and expreffions of furprife, that I {bould, or could, 
doubt their being genuine. Shaah Aulum, the prefent Mogul, 
has a beautiful copy of the Hiftory and Inftitutes of Timour ; 
which he holds in fuch efteem, and of which he is fo exceed- 
ingly careful, that though he granted me the ufe of any other 
book in his poOTeffion, this he pofitively excepted by name, as a 
work fo rare and valuable, that he could not truft it to the care 
of any perfon whatever. 

'' Upon the whole, if the learned of the Eaft, for feveral 
generations, have been induced to give implicit credit to the 
Inftitutes and Hiftory of Timour, which is certainly the cafe, I 
do not fee how Europeans can, with any degree of propriety, 
doubt their authenticity. The Oriental Critics have the very 
bed materials on which to form their opinions; our fmall ftock 
of knowledge in the language, and flill fmaller ftock ^f Afiatic 
Hiftorians, render us very incompetent judges of the point in 
queftion. There are a great number of Oriental Manufcripts 
in the libraries of the Learned ; but I am convinced, that there 
are dill many, very many, which never have found, and poffi- 
bly never will find, their way into Europe; and therefore, 
though no biftarical evidence can be produced to prove the au* 
thenticity of the Works of Timour, yet no one can pretend to 
fay, that fuch bifiorical Proofs do not exift. The learned of 
the Eaft muft be the bed judges whether they do, or do not 
merit their belief and veneration ; and they have thought pro- 
per to beftow upon them both the one and the other. It is 
much to be regretted, that the Life of Timour, written by 
himfelf, is not to be found in Europe : if that, and the Infti- 
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tutes could be tranllated and published together, fuch is the ac« 
curs^qy of the narrative^ fuch the importance of the matter, and 
fuch the lights that they would mutually refleft on each other> 
that it would, I conceive, be impoffible for any one to read 
them, without acquiefcing in their Authenticity from the w« 
ternal Evidence aloh^* 

Yours« moft aiTttredlyy 



WILLIAM DAVY. 



L. 



SPECIMEN 



OP THE 



Civil and Military Inftitutes pf Timour. 
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A SPECIMEN, ^c. 



BE it known to You, my fortunate Sons, the conquerors 
of kingdoms; to You, my mighty defcendants, the lords 
of the earth ; that, trailing in Almighty God that many 
of my children, defcendants, and pofterity, (hall fit upon the 
throne of regal authority; upon this account, having eftablifhed 
Laws and Regulations for the well-goTerning of my dominions^ 
I have colleded together thofe Regulations and Laws as a 
model y^r otien : to the end, that every one of my children,, 
defcendants, and pofterity, a£ting agreeably thereto, my power 
and empire, which I acquired through dangers, difficulties, and 
bloodOied ; by the Divine favour, by the influence of the Holy 
Religion of Mahummud * (God's peace be upon him,) and 
with the afiiftance of the powerful defcendants and illuftrioua 
followers of that Prophet, may be by them prefcrved. That 
they may ad: conformably to thefe Regulations in the govern- 
ment of their Empire, and by fo doing, that the glory and 
power which {hall defcend from me to them, may be fecured 
from difcord and difiblution. 

* In writing the name of the Arabian Law-giver (as well as all other names of Per- 
ibns and Places introduced ia this Publication) I have adopted the Orthography of 
Mr. Davy $ whofe accuracy of pronunciation was well known in the Eaft. 

Now 
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Now therefore be it known to my fons, the fortunate, the 
moft illuflrious conquerors, the mighty fubduers of kingdoms ; 
that in like manner as I by twelve Maxims *, which I eftab- 
lifiied as the rules of my cpndu<^» attained to regal dignity i 
and with the afliftance of thefe Maxims conquered and go-* 
verned kingdoms, and decorated and adorned the throne of my 
Empire; fo they by the pra<flice of thefe Inftrui^ions^ may pre* 
ferve the fplendor of mitie and their dominions. 

Amqno th^ various rules which I eftabli(hed for the fupport 
of my glory and empire, the First was this — That I promoted 
the Worship of Almighty God, and propagated the Religion of 
the facred Mahummud throughout the world; and at all times» 
and in all places, fupported the true Faith. 

Secondly, With the afliftance of twelve clafTes of men I 
conquered and governed kingdoms ; with them I ftrengthened 
the pillars of my fortune, and from them I ieleded my 
counsellors, -f*. 

Thirdly, By conixiltation, deliberation, and provident mea- 
fures; by caujtion, and by vigilance I vanquifhed armies, and 
reduced kingdoms to my authority. I carried on the bufinefs 
of my Eixipire by complying with times and occaiions, by ge- 
neroiity, by patience^, and by %, policy ; and demeaned myfelf 
witlx affability both to xny Friends and to my Enemies. 



* Tkd Maxitti kere mebtknied ut not tlie tvMtfd fMomwg Ral^i^ b«t tiloft giiwi 
at length in tke i7(]i, iSth. And i9tb.pagea of tke.MS* 

t The twelve Claflei of Men here allQ^ed to, arf fully defcribed in a fabfeqoent 
part of the Inftitates. 

X The word which I have rendered /i/fory eannot be tranflated into the Enelilh lan- 
guage with any degree of force or energy. It figniBes political ifuttttntiim w mgliginci^ or 
pnttitdh^ not to lee or difoorer fn^ Udngt aa it wonU be improper or impolitical to 
cake notice ofi 

Fourthly, 
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Fourthly, By order and by difcipline I regulated the con- 
cerns of my government ; and by difcipline and order I fo 
firmly eftablifhed my authority, that the Emirs, the Vizirs, the 
Soldiers, and the Subjefts, could not afpire beyond their refpec* 
tive ftations ; but on the contrary^ every one was content and 
iktisfied with the rank allotted him. 

Fifthly, With donations of money and of jewels I re^ 
joiced the hearts of my Officers and Soldiers ; I permitted thetn 
to participate in the banquet 5 and in tbd field of blood they ha« 
swarded their lives infuppart of my power. I withheld not from 
them my gold nor my filver. I educated and trained them to 
Arms ; and to alleviate their fufferings, I myfclf (hared in all 
their labours, and in all their hardships i until, with the arm of 
fortitude and reiblution, and with the unanimity of my Chiefs^ 
my Generals, and my Warriors, by the edge of the fword I ob* 
tained pofTefiion of the thrones of feven and twenty kings ; 
and became the firm and eflabliflied Lord of the kingdoms of 
Et'oun and of Tooraun ; of Room, of MuggriS, and of Sbaum $ 
of Mijfur, of Erauk^a-Arabf and of Ajumi of Mauzinderaufif 
and c^ Kylaunaut ; of Sburvaunautf and of Azurbaejaun 1 of 
Fauris, and of Kborafauni of the Dujhi of Jittebf and the 
Dujht of Kypcbauk ; of Kbauruzm, of Kbuttun, and of Cabu^ 
Ijftaun ; of Hsndoftaun, and of Baukbterzemeen. 

From the moment that I cloathed myfelf in the robe of 
Empire, I (hut my eyes to the foft repofe which is found in the 
bed of eafe, and to that health wbicbfolhws tranqmlhty. Fronnt 
the twelfth year of my age. I fufFered diflrefles, combated diffi- 
culties, formed enterprizes, and vanquished armies; experienced 
mutiiiies amongft my Officers and my Soldiers, was^ familiarized- 
to the language of difobedience (which I oppofed with policy and 
with fortitude,) and hazarded my perfbn in the hour of danger ^ 

until 
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until in the end I vanquiflied kingdoms and empires, and 
eftablifhed the glory of my name. 

Sixthly, By juftice and equity I gained the afFe&ions of 
mankind; my clemency extended to the guilty as well as to the 
innocent; I paiTed that fentence which truth required: by be« 
nevolence I gained a place in the hearts of men; and by rewards 
and punifhments I kept both my troops and my fubjed:s divided 
between hope and fear. I compaffionated the lower ranks 
of my people, and all thofe who were diftrefled. The^ 
Soldiers experienced my generofity. I delivered the oppreffed 
from the hand of the oppreflbr ; and after proof of the oppref- 
iion, whether on the property or the perfon, the Decifion which 
I pafled between them was agreeable to the Sacred Law ; nor 
did I ever caufe any one perfon to fufFer for the guilt of ano- 
ther *« Thofe who had done me injuries, who had attacked 
my perfon in battle, and had counteracted my fchemes and en- 
terprizes, when they threw themfelves on my mercy, I received 
them with kindnefs ; conferred on them additional honours, 
drew the pei^ of oblivion over their evil anions, and treated, 
them with fuch a degree of confidence, that if the leafl veflige 
of apprehenfiou remained in their hearts,, it was entirely eradi- 
cated. 

Seventhly, I attached to myfelf, and treated with efteem 
and veneration, the pofterity of the Prophet, Theologians, 
Teachers of the true Faith, Philofophers and Hiftorians. I 
was the friend of men of courage and intrepidity ; becaufe the 
brave are beloved by Almighty God. I afibciated with good 
and learned men^ I gained their aiFe<^ions, entreated their fup- 
port, and hoped for victory from their holy prayers. I loved 
the Derviihes and the Poor ; I neither opprefled them, nor ex« 

* In this obfenration he allades to a too frequent coftom of the Eaft, of involvinff 
the whole family and conne&ioni of an attainted perfon in the fame puniihment with 
the goalty fubjed. 

eluded 
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^luded them from my favour. The evil and the malevolent I 
permitted not to enter into my council ; I adled not by their ad-- 
vlce^ nor did I liften to their iniinuations to the prejudice of 
Others* 

E1GHTHLY9 I ever a£ted on deliberation; and whatever en* 
terprize I undertook^ that enterprize engaged my whole atten- 
tion: nor did I ever relinquifli it» till I had brought it to a con<^ 
clufion. I adhered to my promifes. I never dealt with feverity 
towards any one^ nor was I oppreflive in any of ray a&ions i 
that God Almighty might not deal feverely towards me^ nor 
render my own actions oppreflive unto me. I enquired of 
learned men into the Laws and Regulatipns of antient Princes^ 
from the days of Adam to thofe of the Prophet, and from that 
time to the prefent period. I weighed their inftitutions, their 
manners, their adions, and their opinioi)^, one by one ; I fe- 
le&td models for my own condud ^^9^ their excellent quali«« 
ties and approved virtues. I enquired into the caufea. of the 
fubverfion of their power, and avoided thofe a^ons which 
tended to the deftrudtion and overthrow of regal authority. 
Cruelty and oppreflion, which are the deftroyers of poilerityj 
and the parents of famine and of plagues, I cautioufly (banned. 

Ninthly, The fituation of my fubjedts was known unto 
me, Thofe of them who were of a fuperior rank, I confidered 
as my brethren ; and as my children thofe of the inferior clafs. 
I made myfelf acquainted with the tempers and difpoiitions of 
die inhabitants of each country and city ; contracted intimacies 
with the Citizens, the Chiefs, and the Nobles ; and appointed 
over them Governors adapted to their manners, difpoiitions» 
and wilhes. I knew the circumftances of the inhabitants of 
every province ; throughout each of my kingdoms I appointed 
writers of intelligence, men of probity and integrity, to fend 
me information of the conduA and behaviour of the troops and 
inhabitants, and of every particular that might happen amongft 

D them. 
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them. If I difcof ered citcumftances contrkfjr to their infer*^^ 
mation, I mflitSted punishment on the intelligencer 3 and every 
article of cruelty or opprefBon in the governors, troops, or 
inhabitants, which reached my ear, I chaftifed agreeably tof 
juflice. 



Tbnthly, Whatever Tribes, either Turks or Tartars, Arabs 
or Pbrfians, enrolled themfelves in my fervice, I received their 
Chiefs with di(Hn£iion and refped, and their fbllov^ers I ho- 
noured in proportion to their rank and abilities. The good ob« 
tained good from my hands, and the evil t delivered over td 
their evil adions. Whoever attached himftlf unto me, t over^ 
looked not the merit of his atttichifient ; I aAed towards Hini 
with kindnefs and generofity : and whoever had rendered me 
fervices, I repaid the value of thofe fervices unto him. Who- 
ever had been my enemy, and was afhamed thereof, and flying 
to inefbr protection, humbled himftlf before me, I forgot his 
enmity j and by my liberality arid' courteiy became' a bidder foi* 
his friendlhip; Inf fuch manner Skife BhbraUtA^ thd Chief of 
a tribe> was in my fervice. He quitted me in the hoilr of ac-^ 
tion, united with the enemy, and fought againfl me. At length 
my ialt, ^oobicb be- had eaten, overwhelmed him with remorfe j 
he again threw himfelf on my mercy, and humbled himfelf 
before me. Az he was a man of illuftrious defcent^ of bravery 
and of experience, I covered my eyes from his faiilts ; I raifed 
him to a fuperior rank ; and I pal'doned his difloyalty iii confi« 
of his valoar. 



y 



Eleveitt^lY, My children; my rehtlonsi my aflociateS, 
my neighbours, and fuch as had been conhedled with' me^, all 
thefe I diftinguifhed in the days of my profperity, and wiis li- 
beral to them* in proportion' to thtir merit. With refpefl: td 
my family, I rent not afunder the bands of confarfgtffnity and 

* Timottr appnrt'to allude to tbofe pedba» whom bc'koelr in the da/a of hit 

obfcurity. 

f ^ of 
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of mercy, nor on tbi^m did I prefume to infliA imprifoninent 
and death *. I dealt with every man, whatever the opinion i 
had formed of him» agreeably to my own ideas of his worth* 
As I had feen much of profperity and adverfity, and had ac- 
quired knowledge and experience, I condudted myfelf with 
caution, and with policy, towards both my friends and my 
enemies. 

TwELFTHLY, Soldiers, whether aflbciates or adverfaries, I 
held in edeem; thofe who fell their permanent happinefs to 
perishable honQur, who ruih into the field of battle and of 
ilaughter, and hazard their lives in the hour of danger. The 
man, who preferving his fidelity to his mafter untainted, drew 
his fword on the fide of my enemy, and committed hoftilities 
againit nnie, him I highly honoured ; and when fuch a man of- 
fered me his fervices, knowing his worth, I clafTed him with 
the mod: faithful of my aiTociates ; and refpedted and valued 
h^s fidelity and attachqiejit* That foldier who forgot hii duty 
and his honour, and in the hour of adion deferting his mafter, 
joined the. ftai>dar4 of his adverfary, I confidered as the moft 
deteftable of np^en. In the war with T'ouktumifh Khaunf his 
fuperior officers, forgetful of their duty to him who was their 
legal mafter and my confirmed foe, fent propofals and made ap« 
plications unto me. I held their treachery in abhorrence ; be* 
caufe, unmindful of that which they owed to the hand that fed 
them, tb.^y had thrown afide their honour and their duty, and 
offered their fervices, to the enemy of their prince. Thus I re« 
flefted with payfelf. What fidelity have they obferved to their 
liege Lord ? What fiddiity will they (hew unto me ? 

By experience it waa known unto me, that from every empire, 
which is not eftablifiied in Morality and Religion, nor ftrength- 

^ • • • - • . • 

* This obfenradoii is. ftiiAly confii|ent with his condaft : for thoagh feveral of his 
relations, and fome of his own children, at different times rebelled againft him, he 
ever fabftitoted f«r4$m in the place of fmfitneiu. 
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cncd by Regulations and Laws, all order, grandeur, and power 
fhall pafs away. It may be likened unto a naked man, who, 
when expofed to view, commands the eye of modefty to be 
covered : it is like unto a palace, which hath neither roof, nor 
gates, nor defences; into which, whoever willeth^ may enter 
unmolefled. 

Therefore, I eftablKhed the foundation of my Empire in 
Morality and Religion ; and by Regulations and Laws I gave it 
{lability. By thofe Laws and by thofe Regulations, I executed 
every bufinefs that came before me in the courfe of my govern- 
ment. 

The firft Regulation which my heart didlated unto me, was 
the promulgation of the true Faith, and the fupport of the 
Sacred Tenets of Mahummud (God's peaqe be upon him). 
Therefore I encouraged the progrefs of thofe Holy Laws and 
the Religion of Ifldm through all the cities, provinces, and 
kingdoms of the earth ; and thereby added to the luflre of my 
throne. Thus I regulated the promulgation of the true Faith. 
I appointed a man of holinefs ^, and of illuftrious dignity, to 
fuperintend the condud of the faithful, to regulate the manners 
of the times, and to appoint fuperiors in Holy Offices; to 
eftablifli in every city and town Judges of penetration, and 
DoAors learned in the Sacred Law, and to appoint Supervifors 
of the markets and places of traffic, of the weights and of the 
meafures. It was his province alfo to ordain peniions and fala* 
riies for the defcendants of the Prophet, for fuperior Ecclefiaftics^ 
paftors, and for men of diflinguifhed abilities. I eftablifhed a 
Judge for the Army, and a Judge for the Subjedls ; and I fent 
into every province and kingdom inftrudors in the Law^ to 



* The man appointed to fill the ftation mentioned in the original, is called Sedr* Ht 
is a perfon of great authority in the empire, who has the abiblate management of 
chbrch lands, and what revenues are appropriated towards the maintaining of public 
fchools, falaries to learned men, and other pious nfes. 

deter 
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deter the faithful from thofe things which are forbidden, and 
to lead them in the truth. I commanded that they (hould 
build temples of worfhip and monafleries in eVery city, and 
that they (hould eredt (Irudures for the reception of travellers 
on the high roads, and bridges acrofs the rivers. I appointed 
ecclefiadics and religious teachers in thofe cities, to inftruA the 
followers of Iflim in the abflrufe and fundamental principles of 
our Holy Law ; to preach to them with truth and perfpicuity 
the dodrines of religion, with the holy traditions, and the 
facred commentaries upon them. 

I ORDERED the Governors and Judges, ^r^m time to time^ to 
lay before me all circumftances and tranfadtions that occurred 
throughout my empire; and I appointed a Judge in Equity, 
whofe bufinefs it was to tranfmit to me all extraordinary mat- 
ters of litigation, that happened amongft my troops and my 
fubje&s. 

Having thus regulated all religious concerns, and pro- 
moted the progrefs of the Sacred Tenets throughout the 
cities of lilam ; and the rumour of the promulgation of the 
true Faith having reached the ears of all ranks of the faithful ; 
the Doctors of our Holy Law publifhed an ecclefiaflical ordi- 
nance, ---That as Almighty God in each century had fent a 
promoter and propagator of the Faith, for the promulgation 
and refloration of the Religion of Mahummud (God's peace be 
upon him) s and as in this the eighth century Ameer * Sa- 
HiBA KuRRAUN has reflorcd the purity of the Holy Laws, he 
therefore (hall be fliled the Restorer of the Religion of 
Mahummud. 



* Sahiba Kurraun U a royal title firft aflamed by Timour. It literally fignifiet Lmrd 
rf ihi ConjiM^oni it being fiud, that there was a fortnnate conjondtioa of pbneta at hia 
birth. 

Meer 
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Meer Stud Sbareef^ the njoft rcfpc(3:able of the Doners qf the 
Dodtors of the age^ addreffed the following letter to me upon 
this occafiori *• 



* The letter .alladed Co is of fach a length, aA to render it inadmiffible in this ihort 
Spetimen. ' 
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PERSIAN POETRY; 



Faithfully tranflated from the Beginning of J a u m I's 
Poem, entitled, Eufoof and Zoolleikha* 



C *s } 



TTJifr^TT^r^TTfiul^tVFTTKm' i ri^^ 



A S P £ C I M E N, ^4?. 



IN tke name of likn wliofe^fiame Is the fcfqge-of tha^Sook 
^ ef thifmtbfidi 
Whofe praiieis cheerMment of tloq^tnt lioigues* 
The moft h^^ the only Oed» the etenutlr the^maifcimt i 
He who beftoweth ftrength and pwotr on the feeble and the 

helplefs. 
The heavens he illumines with multitudes of conftellations; 
And with the human race he decorateth the earth, as with ftars. 
He who prepared the vaulted roof of the revolving iphere» 
Who raifed up the quadruple fold of the elements. 
He who gives fragrance to the bofom of the rofe*bud. 
And ornamenteth the parent-(hrub with wreaths of flowers. 
He weaveth the garment for the brides of the ipring» 
And teacheth the graceful cyprefs to eredt his head on the border 

of the lake. 
He crowneth with fuccefs the virtuous intention^ 
And humbleth the pride of the felf-conceited* 
He accompanies the folitude of thofe who watch the midnight 

taper \ 
He paiTeth the day with the children of affliftion. 
From the fea of his bounty ifTues the vernal cloud, 

E Which 
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Which waters alike the thorn and the jeflamine« 

From the repofitory of his beneficence proceeds the autumnal 

gale^ 
Which befpangles with gold the carpet of the garden. 
It is his prefence that enflameth the orb of day. 
From whence every atom derives its light. 
Should be hide his countenance from the two great luminaries 

of the worldj 
Their mighty fpheres would defcend quick into the area of 

annihilation. 
From the vault of heaven to the centre of the earth. 
Which ever way we diredt our thought and imagination i 
Whether we defcend, or haften upwards. 
We fhall not difcover one atom uninfluenced by his powen 
Wiidora is confounded in the contemplation of his eflence }. 
The inveftigation of his ways exceeds the powers of man. 
The angels blufli at their want of comprehenfion ; 
And the heavens arc aftonifhed at their own motion^. 



^ 
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7* HE foregoing Specimem I intended to have introduced by an 
Effay ^fome extent on the great importance and utility, of the Per^ 
fan Language^ and by a Propofalfor efablifiing a P erf an Profef- 
frjhip in the Univerfty of Oxford. But having fnce met with a 
pamphlet of much merits writt en fome years ago by Governor Hast- 
ings, direSled to the fame objeSlt I have thought it unnecefjary to 
profecute my defign. 

Diiring the time that I was engaged in writing the intended 
Effay ^i;x^ Propofal, I received from Mr. Davy^ in anfwer to my 
repeated enquiries^ the following LitTT^K: which places, t he impor* 
tanceofthe Perfian Language for tranfa&ing the Companfs affairs 
m India^ info clear andjuf a Ught ; is founded througjbout onjuch 
friking faBs ; and fupported and illujirated with fo- maty judicious 
obfervations and remarks ; that I conceived it to ie highly worthy 
the attention of the Eajl India Company t and of the gentlemen in 
their fervice. Imprejfed with this idea, notwitbftanding I afters- 
wards relinquijhed my original defgn, I determined, if pojfible, to 
lay the Letter before the Public : but as it was communicated for 
my private ufe only, Mr. Davfs approbation was necejfyry for the 
purpofei which, at ny particular folicitation, he has been pleafed to 
grant. And I take this opportunity of teftifying my acknowledge^^ 
ments to him, both for that, and the preceding Letter infispport of 
the authenticity^ the Injlitutes tf Timour. 
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Gloucefier, Sept. 24. 1779^ 
•♦^My oood Fribnp, 

N compU^Dce with your xepeated applic»tifiafi» I hvrt %t . 
Icagth tak«n.ap my p«D» with, a d^tntaftiioo to reply m^ 
fully 96 pp^ble to all youi; SAquiri^* 

*^ I CANNOT communicate any ^' impoxtant fads of timet or 
pUceSf when and where a want of knowledge of the Perfian ia * 
the fervants of the Company haa been attMded with particular , 
diiadvantage to their affairs m a p^kal. point rfvkwt^* one 
oiily^ Supported by proofs .occurs to my memory, of which I 
ihaU ihordy t^e fiotice« Such h&^ in their, full essiteot at 
loAftt hftve not lately exifted; becaufe, for fome year» paft» a 
a Jew gentlemen have been found tolerably well qualified to a6t 
a« P.6Ffian interpreters in the tranfadion of the Company's raoret 
important concerns with the native Powers^ That . fuch fa^^s 
did formerly exift» is certain; and that the want of fuch know-- 
ledge now would be attended with ftill worfe effedts is as cer- 
tain. To prove which, I thinks you will meet with little dif-« 
ficulty. The fame reafons which will eilablifli the authority of 
the fore-going ohfervations, will moreover be fufficient to prove 
the poiitive neceflity of a ftill more extenfive and general know- 
ledge of the Perfian, than has hitherto been acquired by the 
gentlemen in India. 

Wk 
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** Ws are to confider, that the territories now under the do- 
nitiion of the Eaft India Company, the provinces of Bengal 
and Babar^ with part of Oriffa^ the coaft of Coromandel^ and 
the fectknieMs on <hat of Malabar ^ are together twice as exten- 
five as 'Great Britain and Ireland. In a word, fuch is their ex- 
tent, and fuch their importance, that it has been deemed necef- 
fary to keep on foot an army of iifty thoufand difciplined men 
for their defence and protedion : for that is the amount of the 
forces of the three eftabli(hments, Bengal^ Madrafs, and Bombay. 
Thefe rich and fertile territories, except where embraced by thq 
ocean, are feparated and furrounded by native independent 
Princes and Poyvers, fome of then) exceedingly formidable. It 
foHows, that dominions ib extenfive and fb fituated, muft be' 
fecured and proteifted as much by policy as by arms : a vail po«*' 
Htical fyftem muft be eftablifhed ; an exa£t and perfed balance 
of power muft be preferved ; the weak muft be fupported, the 
too powerful muft be circumfcribed and deprefled. For thefe 
purposes Friendftiips, Alliances, and Treaties, muft be formed 
with ibme in oppofition to others ; and thefe Alliances, Trea- 
ties, and Friend (hips, muft again be diftblved, and give way to' 
others,' as the flrength, influence, and reiburces of the different 
independent Princes of the Empire may be diminiffaed or in- 
creafed. Hence the everlafting train of conferences, correfpon- 
dcnces, and negotiations, with the native Powers. Hence the ne- 
eeflity of watching their motions^difcovering their hidden ftrength* 
and refources^ and diving into their fecret councils, conne£tion$, 
and alliances. Thefe are all bufineftes of the firft importance ;. 
they require the ftrideft integrity, and the moft profound fe- 
crecy in the negotiators : and finally, thefe bufinefles are all to 
be tranfadted in, and by the affiftance of, the Perfian tongue. 

^ 

^^ Mr. Or me, a very accurate and able hiftorian, whofe long 
cefidence in India enabled him to acquire .a perfect knowledge 
of the fubjed, gives a very ftriking inftance of the fatal confer 

quences 
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qucnccs that may enfue from employing native interpreters in 
our tranfadtions with the princes of Hindoilan ; and judicioufly 
points oat the pofitive neceflity of entrufting the execution of 
fuch important concerns to European gentlemen only ^. No* 
thing indeed can be more abfurd or dangerous^ than for the go- 
vernment in India to rely on the honour and integrity of natives 
for the tranfadion of fuch weighty^ political matters, as I have 
pointed out ^ and more efpecially to confide in that inferior clafs 
of them, who are content to bear the yoke of fervitude under a 
foreign power from neceflity, or pecuniary motives. Such arc 
all the native fervants to Europeans. But that natives of a fu« 
perior rank are not altogether proof againfl the influence of 
gold, I have met with feveral inftances. A very ftrong evi-' 
dence of the above aflertion I have now in my pofleflioni 
namely, exad: copies of all the Letters wrote by the reigning 
Mogul, Sbaah Aulum^ in the years 71, 72, 73, to the feveral 
independent Princes of the Empire. Thefe copies were regu- 
larly tranfmitted by one of the King's cpnfidential fecretaries,: 
and often came into my pofleflion, before the perfons to whom 
they were fent could receive the originals. By this means the 
councils, negotiations, and intrigues of the court of Dehli, and. 
of others* the native Powers and Princes of Hindoflan, werCi 
entirely laid open to our infpedlion. This happened during the 
period that I had the honour to fill the poil of Perfian Secretary 
to Sir Robert Barker, the then commander in chief of the 
forces of Bengal. The above, I think, is a ftrong and pointed 
proof: and it follows, that European gentlemen only can, in 
prudence and in policy, be entrufted with this important bufi-. 
nefs ; and that a partial knowledge of the Perfian Language is 
by no means fuflicient to qualify even them to be trufted. To 
be able fimply to converfe in the Perfian, is a very inade- 
quate degree of knowledge. A Perfian interpreter fliould not 

* Vide Hift, of the Miliurx Tnnfaaiotts of die Biidfli Nation in HindoiUn. Vol. I. 
jp. 350, i&C. 
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only be able to fpeak fluently in the Language, but to read all 
fuch Letters as he may receive ; not only to read all fuch Lct- 
ters, but to anfwer them with his own hand, if the importance 
of the fubjedt, of which they treat, fhould render it neceflary. 
Otherwife the fecret negotiations and correfpondence of go- 
vernment are liable to be made public through the medium of 
the native Munchees^ or Writers, whom he will be obliged to 
employ and truft. Some natives he muf): have, to afliA in the 
ordinary bufinefs, from its great multiplicity ; but even this, by 
a proper encouragement of the fludy of the Language, might 
be obviated. Junior feryants, when qualified, might be ap- 
pointed to aft under their Senior;, and the nativesi be totally ex- 
cluded. And fuch a Plan, 1 am convinced> would be produc- 
tive of much advantage. 

'* From the foregoing hints, I dare fay» yoii will be able to 
prove, that the ftudy of the Perfian, in a political point of 
view, 18 highly worthy of encouragement.^ 

** The general ftudy of this valuable Language, abftra£ted from 
all political views, is a matter of very great importance to the 
Baft India Company*. How it is poffible that their civil fervants 
fhould be able to do their duty eiFedtually in the various pofts 
and o£Bces to which they are appointed, without any knowledge 
of it, is difficult to conceive. That by far the greater number 
of them do perform the bufioefles allotted to them without a 
knowledge of any of the country Languages, is certain ; but 
that the manner in which they perform them muft be exceed- 
ingly defective, every oae will be convinced, by reflefting on 
the nature of the offices which they fill. Servants of all ranks * 
are detached from the prefidency^ and fpread abroad through- 
out the provinces and diilri&s of the Company's territories, foe 

* hy thefe are meant Writers, Paftort, junior and fenlor Merchants, and in the more 
important departments, often members of the Council : but ihefe laft are generally.' 
tSmi: hy European Interpreters* ' 

the 
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the purpofes' of fuperintendtDg the cultivation ^nd regulation of 
the countries, the adminiftration of juftice in the Kucberiesy or 
native courts of Judicature, and the coUedion of the Reve*^ 
nues ^. Many alfo are appointed to the different Fadories, to 
fuperintend the fabrication and making up of the Inveftments 
for the European market. 

'* Having given this detail of the employments, to which 
the fenior and junior civil fervants of the Company are in rota«^ 
tion appointed/ I think it will be oeedlefs to dwell on the great 
utility, and indeed abfolute neceffity of a knowledge of fome 
language or other, underftood in the country, to gentlemen fo 
employed -f* s or to {hew how much more eflFedtually they 
would be able, with fuch knowledge, to do their duty, than 
they can now through the medium of their Surcors, or native 
Clerks %% to whom, from an ignorance c^ the language^ they 
ftre obliged, in a great mcafiire, to delegate their authority, ta 
pay an implicit attention to their advice and opinions, and^ 
what is ftill worfe, from the above deficiency, to receive through 
them ^vcty complaint and grievance of the fnbjed ; though 
the complaints are frequently levelled againft thofe very Agents, 
apd the grievances complained of generally originate from tbcir 
knavery, avarice^ and extortion* 

* It may be a«€€ffiir]r' to obfirnre^ that this iwrangvoment look plaice bat t very few 
years ago ; and therefore the importance of the Per£an in the point of view now under 
confideratkw, is to be dlated frdm that period 'Oftlv. • 

t It iatniCy that /« BdMgals b^t fti Bengal .oolyr aiv aoqoaiauuick with the4t«ie6k df 
that province, might be made to anfwer the purpofes of gentlemen employed as above* 
netttioned : bat as-tkat dialefl would be of veiy 1itde«a(o to'then, -eveiiin the obtghl 
boaring pcovioc« of Qahar, mucL leik in any other pan of Hiadoftan ; as the Perfiany oa 
the contrary, is the polite language, throughout the Empire ; and as it is impoffible to 
acqvire a kaowledge of that, withoot foraun^» at the fame time, a Ihn^iiar acquoiiDtance 
with the . MMTi, from the intimate conne&oa between them ; and as the M^^s is the 
vulgar tongue of all the Mahummudan natives, and is as well known to the generality of 
tlUi.AboiaiB|uits or>Mittdoos».4Ul<i;d>evMihumtmidans>then>felves^; lot thofe reaibas Mia 
evident, ^at the Periian is moft worthy the attention of Europeans. 

X The Surcors are all Hindoos ; and by fome little knowledge of the EngUfii, which 
they are carefU to acquire, are enabkd to aft as Interpmers' to the gentlemen who 
employ theitt. 

True 
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. ^^ True it is^ that in Bengah the Dialed bearing that name i» 
now moil frequently ufed in the tranfadting of mercantile con- 
cerns ; but it does not follow, that the Perfian language, and 
that of Hindoflan (vulgarly called the Moors) are therefore en« 
tirely fuperfluous : on the contrary, I conceive it to be eafy to 
prove, that if the Company's civil fcrvants were generally ac- 
quainted with the Perfian, they would find themfelves enabled 
to fill every department in which they could pofijibly be placed, 
without the affiftance of any medium whatever. 

^^ In ^private commercial light alio, I think, much may be faid 
in its favour. Individuals, fuch as could find leifure to (ludy 
the language, would reap a fingular advantage from the know- 
ledge of it. In the weftern provinces of Hindoftan, though 
not fo univerfally in Bengal, the Perfian is ufed in all mercan- 
tile tranfadions : and if the fludy of it was generally followed, 
and applied to pradlice, hundreds of Surcors and Baniafu, who 
now eat up two thirds of the merchants profits, opprefs the 
country under the name of £ngli(h Gomaujbfehs, and brand the 
charader of their mafiecs with infamy, might be difcarded and 
turned adrift ; or at leaft meet with fuch checks, as would, in 
a great meafure, put a ftop to their rogueries. 

'• It may be further obferved, that the ftudy of the Perfian is 
by no means unworthy the attention of the Military, for this 
plain reafon ; becaufe it is the heft, and indeed the only road to 
a perfedt acquaintance with the language of Hindoflan ^ with- 
out which, no ofiicer^ however great his military abilities, can 
be efieemed properly qualified to command a battalion of our 
native troops. The lofs of niore than one detachment from 
that very deficiency, has proved this beyond difpute. It may be 
added, that an officer on a detached command, mufl always 
have occafion to correfpond, fometimes to negotiate with the 

F chief 
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chief mtn of the diftriifts and provinces, where he may be, or • 
through which he may have occafion to pafs : and thefe nego^ 
tiations, however trifling they may at firft appear, have been 
frequently known to lead to matters of vaft importance. This 
is another, and, I think, no bad reafon, why an officer ought- 
to be acquainted with the Periian and Hindoftan languages. 

^* In oppofition to the foregoing it may be aflerted, that the 
difficulties attending the ftudy and acquifition of a copious and 
elegant language, differing totally from our own in phrafe and 
idiom, and cloathed in unknown, complex, and obfcure cha- 
rafters, would be infurmountable to many; and that the Va« 
rious occupations and bufinefies, in which the Company's kt^ 
vants in India are employed, cannot afford them leifure and op^ 
portunity to engage in ib troublefome and arduous an under** 
taking; and therefore, as heretofore^ the acquifition of this 
valuable knowledge muft be left to thoie young men, whoj 
from curiofity, ambition, or fiiperior abilities, iafe incKned to 
devote themfelves to fuch difficult ilodies. In reply to the jR^ 
of the above objedions, I can, from perfonal knowledge, ven- 
ture to affirm. That a very moderate fliare of abilities and of 
memory, fapported by a common proportion of perfc veranec 
and attention, are fafficient to overcotne the. ideal difficulties; 
^ ariiing from the copioufnefs of the language itfelf, from the 
difference of the idiom, and from the obfcurity of the cha- 
taSer. 

*^ In anfwer to tht/fconj, I will allow that the occupations 
and employments of the Company's junior fervants are many 
and various ; and that if pleafure and diffipation be admitted of 
the number, they have not a moment to fpare. But fuppofing 
it practicable for them to curtail their attendance on the laft 
mentioned important bufinefles but for two fhort hours in the 
day, I do aifert, that they may with eafc make themfelves 
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mafters of the language^ and that in a vtry moderate fpace 
of time« 

'* The advantages arifing from a knowledge of the Perfiaa 
to gentlemen in India have not, till within thefe few years^ 
heen perfectly uniderftood. In fadt^ its general utility has not 
fixifted but from that period^ when the Company found it ne* 
cefiary to place the entire adminiftration of the provinces of 
Bengal and Babar in the hands of their own proper fervants. It 
is there£pre reafonable to fuppofe^ that a circumftance which 
did not immediately ftrike many of the ableft of their fuperior 
officers abroad, could not fiiddenly engage the attention of their 
adminiftration at home. And hence we muft account for the 
little encouragement hitherto given to the ftudy of the Perfiaa 
language. 

^^ But I conceive it is now evideat^ that the Court of Direc« 
tors, firom the information whidi they have from time to time 
received, are fully convinced of its great utility ; and that they 
are determined to promote the cultivation of it to the utmoft of 
their power. For to this iotention we muft alcribe the very ne« 
ceflkry encouragement which they have given to the learned 
Author of the Perfian and Arabic DiSionary } the firft volume 
of which has been already publiftied. Of this valuable work^ 
ts appears by the printed prdpofals, they have engaged to take 
one hundred and fifty copies : which, it is realbnable ta fup-p* 
pofe, they intend to diftribute among their &rvants abroad, and 
thereby to fistcilitate the ftudy of the language, now rendered in- 
finitely more eafy than it was formerly, by the labours of the 
foregoing and another learned Author ; whofe Grammar, added 
to this DiAionary, has entirely removed every pofilible impedi-^ 
ment. Indeed, all that appears wanting at prefent to promote a 
general application to the Perfian in India, is a proper ehcou* 
ragement on the part of the Baft India Company, fupported 

Fa by 
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by their orders and authority ; and a confequent convidion in 
their junior fervants, that a knowledge of that language is lie^ 
ceflary to their promotion. If they were taught to know, that 
an acquaintance with the Periian was the principal avenue, 
through which they were to exped: to arrive at fuperior rank, 
and that that knowledge for the future would be fo far fubfti* 
tuted in the place of feniority^ as to render feniority of no avail 
without it, it would then become the principal objed of the 
junior clafles of their fervauts i and the language of courfe 
would be generally ftudied. 

^< It may be added^ that the above fcheme, though a partia),. 
would be no bad fcale, by which to meafure the abilities 
of their younger fervants : for though a knowledge of that lan- 
guage in the perfons who pofleiTed it, could not point out the 
extent of their abilities ; yet the want of that knowledge in 
thofe who could hot acquire it, would certainly discover thofe 
who had no abilities at alL For a man who, fo circumftanced, 
wanted talents, memory, or perfeverahce to form a moderate 
acquaintance with any language whatever ; although he might 
make a tolerable fmith, or carpenter, or bricklayer,, would cer- 
tainly turn out a very bad merchant, a very indifferent infpedor 
of a province, or military ofiicer. 

^' In my ideas of the utility and importance of a knowledge of 
the Perfian in the fervants of the Company, I am fupported by 
the opinions of feveral of the firft CharaAers who have appeared 
in India J amongft whom, Mr. Hastings, now Prefident of 
the fupreme Council in Bengal^ and the late Governor Van- 
siTTART, are particularly diftinguiflied. Thofe gentlemen did 
not think the Perfian unworthy their attention; they found 
leifure to acquire a knowledge of that, and, confequently, of 
the language of Hindoftan ; in which they doubtlefs found their 
advantage. And I have been credibly informed, that both Mr. 
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Vansittart and Mr. Hastings had in contemplation the 
cftabli(hment of an Academy in England^ in order to promote 
the ftudy of the Perfian language; and to enable fuch young 
men, as were intended for the India fervice, to acquire the ru- 
diments of that ufeful knowledge at home. The return of thefe 
gentlemen to India rendered their intentions abortive : but thole 
intentions, neverthelefs, tend to prove the high idea they en* 
tertained of its importance and utility. 

** In a word, the neceflity of a knowledge of the Perfian, 
to gentlemen redding in India, may, I think, be placed in a 
very clear point of view, by the following concife and fimple 
Query, or Comparifon. If >an inhabitant of France, a Spaniard, 
a Swede, or a Dane, were to vifit England with a view of im- 
proving his fortunes, would it not be neceflary for him to learn 
the language of this country, in order to render himfelf capable 
of filling any employment whatever, either Civil or Military } 

• ^^ The general ftudy of the Perfian language would be 
productive of one other advantage to the Eaft India Com- 
pany well worthy their attention. From the ftnallnefs of the 
number of thofi: who have acquired a pradical knowledge 
of the Perfian language, and the Aill finaller number who 
have returned to England pofifefifed of that knowledge, I have 
been led to believe, that a Department, which I (hould con- 
fider of much importance to the Company, has not hitherto 
been eftablifhed. If the ftudy of the Perfian (hould meet with 
the encouragement it merits, and, in confequence thereof, the 
application to that ftudy fhould become general, many gentle- 
men might return from India well qualified for the purpofe, and 
with fuch moderate fortunes, as might not place them above the 
acceptance of the office I am about to point out. It is well 
known, that the Court of Directors annually receive from their 
iiettlements in India, Letters, Memorials, Treaties, and other 

important 
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important papers^ in tbc Pcrfian language, tranfmitted to litem 
»s vouchers by their officers abroad. It is true, that tranflations 
of fuch Papers are ufually fent with the originals. But it muft 
be well Icjoown to gentlemen convcrfant in India affairs, that 
from many circumftameSf accurate tranflations of fuch Letters^ 
Memorials, and Treaties, by a gentleman unbialTed by party, 
fadion, or intereft, and under their own immediate protection, 
muft be highly acceptable and advantageous to the India Go« 
vernment at home. Such a perfon would alfo be able to tranflate 
into the Perfian language all fuch Treaties and Letters, as they 
might hdve occafion to iend or write to the native Powers of 
Hindoftan ; which might be tranfmitted to India under their pro« 
per Seal, and confequently hot be liable to an erroneous tran(la« 
tion abroad. 

^* I HAVE been informed from good authority, that feveral gen- 
tlemen in the Dire^oo, a very few ycars^ ago, were fbfficieotly 
convinced of the utility of fuch an eftabli£hment. The arrange- 
ment and expences of a regular Perfian Secretary's Office at the 
India Houfe, by fome who are advocates for ceconomy, might 
be efteemed. an objedion : but this, I conceive, may be eafily 
obviated. For fuch a perfon as I have pointed out, might be 
induced, for a moderate falary, to undertake the Office t he 
might refide in, or at any diftance from the Capital ; the ntm 
ceflary papers might be tranfmitted to him by their proper Se« 
cretary for the time being, and might be returned foy liinx to 
die fame Secretary, with their tranflations. Of xrourfe, all ob- 
jcdtions, arifing fVom the expence and detail of a Perfian Socre»- 
tary's office at the India Houfe would dtfappean 

*^ The foregoing Ohfervations contain all that occurs to me 

on the fubjedt, and I fincerdy wifh, that they may afford yoa 

fbme little afliftance, in proving the high importance of Perfian 

Uteratuve j and that yoa will be enabled to point out the pro- 
priety 
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pricty of promoting in this country the ftudy of a language, fo 
neceffary to the fervants of the Company, fo advantageous to 
the Company themfelves ; and,^ from the extent and wealth of 
their Territories and Commerce, not an unimportant obje<5t to 
the Britiih Nation. 

I am, &c. 



WILLIAM DAVY." 
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